Pastor Dave Rohde

For Sunday, March 17t A
“*Ongoing Surrender”

Proverbs 3:3-6, 13-18 - NIV
My son, do not forget my teaching,
but keep my commands in your heart,
2 for they will prolong your life many years
and bring you peace and prosperity.

3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you;
bind them around your neck,
write them on the tablet of your heart.

4 Then you will win favor and a good name
in the sight of God and man.

> Trust in the Lord with all your heart

and lean not on your own understanding;
6 in all your ways submit to him,

and he will make your paths straight.

13 Blessed are those who find wisdom,
those who gain understanding,
14 for she is more profitable than silver
and yields better returns than gold.
15 She is more precious than rubies;
nothing you desire can compare with her.
16 | ong life is in her right hand;
in her left hand are riches and honor.
17 Her ways are pleasant ways,
and all her paths are peace.
18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her;
those who hold her fast will be blessed.



Colossians 3:1-14 - NIV

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above,
not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in
God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in

glory.

> Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. ¢ Because of
these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you
once lived. & But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these:
anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. ° Do not lie to
each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices ° and have put
on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.
11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 3 Bear with each other
and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as
the Lord forgave you. '* And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them
all together in perfect unity.

Takeaway: Transformation comes through the ongoing act of surrendering to
what God has for us.

Questions

1. Share a surrender story, from your life or from someone else’s. What is the
most difficult part of surrendering?

2. Reflect on Colossians 3:1-2. How does it look, from a practical standpoint, to set
your heart and mind on “things above”?

3. What would be the outcome if we were to be intentional with clothing ourselves
in Christ? How would it impact our church, your family and our community?
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