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Acts 17:22-31 – NIV 
22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in 
every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of 
worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the 
very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
 
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not 
live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed 
anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 From one man 
he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their 
appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would 
seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 
‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are 
his offspring.’ 
 
29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or 
silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 
30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has 
appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 
 
Esther 3:1-15 – NIV 
After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating him 
and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles. 2 All the royal officials at 
the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning 
him. But Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor. 
 
3 Then the royal officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s 
command?” 4 Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they told 
Haman about it to see whether Mordecai’s behavior would be tolerated, for he had told them he 
was a Jew. 
 
5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. 6 Yet 
having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead 
Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom 
of Xerxes. 
 
7 In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first month, the month of Nisan, the pur (that is, the 
lot) was cast in the presence of Haman to select a day and month. And the lot fell on the twelfth 
month, the month of Adar. 
 
  



8 Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain people dispersed among the peoples in all 
the provinces of your kingdom who keep themselves separate. Their customs are different from 
those of all other people, and they do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the king’s best interest 
to tolerate them. 9 If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I will give ten 
thousand talents of silver to the king’s administrators for the royal treasury.” 
 
10 So the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha, the 
Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. 11 “Keep the money,” the king said to Haman, “and do with the 
people as you please.” 
 
12 Then on the thirteenth day of the first month the royal secretaries were summoned. They wrote 
out in the script of each province and in the language of each people all Haman’s orders to the 
king’s satraps, the governors of the various provinces and the nobles of the various peoples. 
These were written in the name of King Xerxes himself and sealed with his own ring. 13 Dispatches 
were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces with the order to destroy, kill and annihilate all 
the Jews—young and old, women and children—on a single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month, the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. 14 A copy of the text of the edict was to be 
issued as law in every province and made known to the people of every nationality so they would 
be ready for that day. 
 
15 The couriers went out, spurred on by the king’s command, and the edict was issued in the 
citadel of Susa. The king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Susa was bewildered. 
 
Takeaway: We can stand firm in the face of uncertainty by remembering our identity and what 
God has done for us. 

Questions 
1. Share about a time you were awarded something you didn’t deserve and/or were overlooked 

for a reward you did deserve.  
2. Reflect on the first three chapters of Esther. Discuss the theme of power and authority. How is 

power over others used for good? Where is it abused?  
3. Mordecai’s silence, detailed in Esther 3:4 has been explained as mere stubbornness, fatigue 

from constant questioning, or part of his characterization as a man of wisdom. Which do you 
think is most probable? Why? 

4. Esther 3:7-11 shares the details of Haman going to the diviners (wise men) to cast lots (pur — 
which gives us the word purim). This was a tool used to “hear from the gods” (see Joshua 
18:6). Who are the “diviners” in our world today? What is a common practice that people 
engage to “hear from the gods” about the future? 
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