Pastor Dave Rohde

For Sunday, January 11th 4
" Prioritizing Worship”

Hebrews 10:19-25 - NIV
19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the
blood of Jesus, 2° by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body,
2t and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a
sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse
us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 2* And let us consider how
we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 2° not giving up meeting together, as

some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.

Nehemiah 8:1-12 - NIV

1 all the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the
teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded for
Israel.

2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly,
which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read it aloud
from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men,
women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of
the Law.

4 Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the occasion. Beside him
on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and on his left were
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam.

> Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and
as he opened it, the people all stood up. ® Ezra praised the Lord, the great God; and all the people
lifted their hands and responded, "Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord
with their faces to the ground.

7 The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita,
Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed the people in the Law while the people were
standing there. & They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the
meaning so that the people understood what was being read.

° Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were
instructing the people said to them all, “"This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or
weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.

10 Nehemiah said, “"Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have
nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your
strength.”

11 The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a holy day. Do not grieve.”

12 Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with
great joy, because they now understood the words that had been made known to them.



Takeaway: Celebrating in worship together is essential to our identity as a church.

Questions:

1. What’s one of your favorite worship songs or hymns, and why does it speak to you?

2. What part of our liturgy (worship service order or flow), outside of music, resonates
with you most?

3. Psalm 95 calls us to "make a joyful noise.” What does joyful, communal worship look in
our church?

4. How does the worship service described in Nehemiah 8 look different from our weekly
services? How is it similar?

5. What are some barriers that make it hard for you to attend for worship regularly? How
can we, as a community, prioritize worship together more consistently?

Sermon: https://podcast.wpcwestlake.org/services/mp3/sermon20260111.mp3
Service Video: https://youtu.be/NATOCeDG1iw
Alternate Service Video: https://wpcwestlake.livecontrol.tv/c420a176
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