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“Qualified by Grace” 
  

 

Jeremiah 1:4-12 – NIV 
4 The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 
 
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
    before you were born I set you apart; 
    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 
 
6 “Alas, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” 
 
7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send 
you to and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you 
and will rescue you,” declares the Lord. 
 
9 Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I have put 
my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot 
and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” 
 
11 The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” 
 
“I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied. 
 
12 The Lord said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word 
is fulfilled.” 
 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 – NIV 
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 
trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a 
persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and 
unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith 
and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
 
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown 
mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense 
patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life.        
17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
  



Takeaway: The God who formed Jeremiah and forgave Paul is the same God who 
strengthens and appoints us to work in grace. 

Questions: 
1. When thinking about your own calling, do you relate more to Jeremiah's fear or Paul's 
past? 
2. How have you experienced God strengthening you for something you did not feel 
prepared for or worthy to do? 
3. What does it look like to "work in grace" rather than out of shame or self-reliance? 
4. Whom might God be appointing you to serve right now, and what step of obedience 
could you take this week? 
 
Sermon:  https://podcast.wpcwestlake.org/services/mp3/sermon20260830.mp3 
Service Video: https://youtu.be/JCLaYwZQoeg 
Alternate Service Video: https://wpcwestlake.livecontrol.tv/f8387e6a 
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